
END OF YEAR NEWSLETTER

2022 WAS ANOTHER PRODUCTIVE YEAR AT THE KING COUNTY COUNCIL. 
Going into the third year of the pandemic, we really hit our stride in conducting important public business remotely and in June began conducting hybrid meetings, 
meaning that people engage with us weekly either in-person or via Zoom based on convenience. 
We also transitioned to new leadership positions within the Council. I was pleased to be appointed as the new chair of the Committee of the Whole (COW) after 
having stepped down from leading the Council as budget chair in passing a record 13 budgets over two years. I have also been serving as vice chair of the Law, 
Justice, Health and Human Services Committee and the Government Accountability Committee, in addition to serving on several other committees.
This year, I held two virtual town halls and my annual Womxn’s History Month Panel on the topic of “Resilience, Power & Healing.” If you missed them, recordings are 
available on my Facebook page at www.facebook.com/CMKohlWelles/.
Nationally, due to the Supreme Court’s Dobbs decision, we have experienced an assault on the right to maintain personal bodily autonomy and privacy, even though 
the right to choose is protected in King County and Washington State. The overturning of Roe v. Wade in June means that it has never been more important for 
residents to be involved in decision-making at every level. In the interest of expanded engagement, I was pleased to have worked with 36th L.D. State 
Representative-Elect Julia Reed to get another ballot box placed in the Uptown/Lower Queen Anne neighborhood on 1st Ave. North and Mercer St.

COVID
We seem to be inching toward a post-pandemic normal, but COVID is likely 
with us to stay in some form. I know firsthand as my husband and I both 
contracted it in September while visiting Washington D.C. with Council 
colleagues to meet with Washington’s Congressional delegation. It was 
surprising to me as we had been SO CAREFUL. And even with vaccines and 
boosters, we were still quite sick. That’s why it’s crucial that everyone stays 
up to date on vaccines and continues all the good habits we’ve been 
practicing, including masking up, staying home when sick, and caring for 
one another.

I can’t overstate how important Public Health – Seattle & King County has 
been during the Pandemic, and was pleased to vote to confirm Dr. Faisal 
Khan as the newest Director of Public Health – Seattle and King County.

COMBATTING GUN VIOLENCE
And tragically, there’s been a rise in gun violence. Over the summer, I 
convened a series of panels that dove into relevant laws and heard directly 
from individuals who’ve lost loved ones and from advocates working to 
combat or even reduce gun violence. The solutions presented were multi-
faceted and include action at every level of government. I co-sponsored 
Councilmember Dembowski’s proposal to establish a voluntary gun and 
ammo return program within the King County Sheriff’s Office. And in our 
biennial budget, we continued funding for the gun buyback program in the 
Sheriff’s Office and the Regional Domestic Violence Firearm Enforcement Unit.
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STANDING WITH SURVIVORS 
Over the past year, I’ve been very engaged with elevating the calls to action 
by survivors of domestic violence, gun violence, and sexual and gender-
based violence.

In January, my amendment was adopted to add the topic of sexual and 
gender-based violence in K-12 schools to the Board of Health Work Plan after 
speaking with high school students on the impact of gender-based violence 
on their lives. In October, they shared testimony with the Board of Health, 
highlighting the importance of fact-based and consent-focused education 
in our public schools. At my request, the Board added this and school gun 
violence and mental health services to our 2023 Work Plan. 

And the rise in domestic violence has underscored the importance of our 
services to protect survivors. This year, the King County Auditor’s Office 
released a report with recommendations on the process to acquire a 
protection order. In this year’s biennial budget, funding was allocated for a 
new protection order pilot program, for which I secured an additional 
$775,000 to support civil legal aid, language access, the Protection Order 
Advocacy Program and an evaluation of the pilot program.

SUPPORTING HEALTHY WATERWAYS
Water is one of our most precious and essential resources, and healthy 
waterways are vital for the many animals living within them, including 
salmon, orcas, seals, and of course humans as we play, recreate, and fish 
in the water. This year, we allocated funding to improve power reliability 
at West Point Treatment Plant (in Magnolia) and protect water quality 
across the county. This investment will ensure that power interruptions 
at the facility do not cause wastewater spills.

It is an honor to serve all King County residents, and 
especially those in District Four. Please contact me via 

email at jeanne.kohl-welles@kingcounty.gov or via phone 
at 206-477-1004 with any questions or comments and I will 
get back to you. And, if you are interested in more updates 

from me, please sign up for my weekly enews.

e: jeanne.kohl-welles@kingcounty.gov
p: 206-477-1004

SIGN UP FOR MY WEEKLY  
E-NEWSLETTER AT 
www.kingcounty.gov/kohl-welles

 https://www.facebook.com/CMKohlWelles/
 @KCCKohlWelles
 councilmember.jkw

Here I’m with Julie Wise, 
Director of King County 
Elections at the Uptown  
Ballot Box opening.



RAISING AWARENESS

I joined in announcing the launch of the #NotAlone campaign in January, a 
survivor-led, statewide anti-human trafficking campaign. Trafficking involves 
the use of force, fraud, or coercion for labor and/or commercial sexual 
exploitation. For those currently experiencing something like this, call the 
National Human Trafficking Hotline at 1-888-373-7888 or text 233733. 

The Substance Use Anti-Stigma Campaign rolled out in October which 
Councilmember Reagan Dunn and I sponsored. Many, myself included, have 
family members or friends who’ve died or been seriously impaired because of 
substance abuse, and it’s vital that we support those who are pursuing recovery. 

 The Washington Recovery Helpline is available 24/7 at
www.warecoveryhelpline.org or 1-866-789-1511.

SUPPORTING HOUSING STABILITY  
AND COMBATTING DISPLACEMENT
As our region continues to grow, the risk of displacement for long-standing 
communities is real. That’s why I joined Councilmembers Dembowski and 
Zahilay in co-sponsoring legislation creating the Equitable Development 
Initiative. The initiative will consider past decisions and investments in 
guiding future development to support equitable growth across King County.
This year, King County purchased its 10th hotel as part of the Health  
Through Housing initiative to provide permanent supportive housing for 
people experiencing or at risk of chronic homelessness. With this latest 
addition, the County has secured nearly 1,000 units for chronically homeless 
residents to provide housing that is dignified, protective, and service 
enriched. Two of the hotels are located in District Four.

MINIMIZING THE HARMFUL IMPACTS  
OF THE LEGAL SYSTEM

In 2021 while I was budget chair, we allocated funding to Restorative 
Community Pathways, a community-based program aimed at reducing 
youth incarceration and racial disproportionality in the juvenile legal 
system. Program providers have reported 86 percent of youth participants 
are meeting their program goals and 94 percent are increasing connection 
with adults, family, and the community. We approved funding in the 
biennial budget to continue this work for two more years.

After a lawsuit-induced delay of more than four years that led to an  
eventual Washington Supreme Court decision, inquests into deaths caused 
by law enforcement officers resumed in King County this year.  A budget 
amendment of Councilmember Dembowski and mine ensures there will be 
intentional engagement with the community and stakeholders, that the 
program will achieve intended goals, and be transparent on past, pending, 
and future inquests. 

SUPPORTING A SAFE KING COUNTY
This year, the Council confirmed Patti Cole-Tindall, our first sheriff 
since the voters made the position appointed. After a nationwide 
search, the best candidate was already right here, serving as 
Interim Sheriff. We also confirmed the appointment of Allen Nance 
as the Director of Adult and Juvenile Detention and the 
reappointment of Anita Khandelwal as the Director of the 
Department of Public Defense. 
And, after a spate of robberies at marijuana dispensaries 
throughout the region, at the Council’s request, the  
Sheriff’s Office established a marijuana retail security  
task force to address and report on security concerns and 
criminal activity at marijuana retail locations. 

This year, I donated four retired Metro Vanpool 
Vans to Bridges Seattle Alternative Peer Group, 
Community Passageways, People of Color Against 
AIDS Network (POCAAN), and Small Faces Child 
Development Center. Here I’m with Johnny Otto, 
Executive Director of Small Faces Child 
Development Center.

I was pleased to secure funding for  
several Farmers Markets in District Four 
(including Phinney, Wallingford, South Lake 
Union, Magnolia, Queen Anne and Ballard) 
to assist with their operations. Here I was  
at the Queen Anne Farmers Market. 

GETTING AROUND KING COUNTY
Rapid, safe, affordable and accessible transit is a high priority for me. After 
hearing concerns from constituents about transit safety, I worked to ensure the 
SaFE Reform Community Ambassadors’ efforts will focus on areas with high 
rates of reported security incidents, including Aurora Village, in Belltown, and 
along Third Avenue between South Main Street and Broad Street.
Sound Transit is also continuing its plan to bring light rail to West Seattle, 
Ballard and the East Side. Though we’re still a long way from opening the 
Ballard Light Rail Station, community members have already begun to 
provide input on the planning process. 

In addition to having restored 36 routes in October 2021, riders saw more 
City of Seattle-funded bus trips added to Metro’s frequent transit network, 
as well as better access to hospitals on First Hill, improved connections to 
schools, and more night service in 2022.

This year, we also did a deep dive in the Board of Health on the bike helmet 
law in King County. Ultimately, it was repealed (I was the lone “no” vote)  
but I was able to secure funding for a full-time staff position in Public Health 
for a helmet safety plan and distribution of free helmets to those in need. 
That funding will be continued over the next two years.

INVESTING IN OUR SHARED VALUES
In November, the Council allocated $16.2 billion in our 2023-2024 biennial 
budget, investing creatively in supportive housing, homelessness response, 
behavioral health, environmental health, and economic recovery. We 
included investments to safeguard against inflation through pay increases 
for human services providers, make transit more efficient, improve rider 
experience and convert Metro to all-electric buses by 2035. 
We supported police accountability through the Office of Law Enforcement 
Oversight and funded a variety of restorative youth programs in detention 
centers. I worked hard to secure increased funding to address gender-based 
violence, jury diversity, and gun safety initiatives. I also spearheaded the 
creation of a meatcutter inspection program.

I also successfully advocated for new capital investments, including 
renovation of the historic ASUW Shell House from Daniel James Brown’s 
bestselling book The Boys in the Boat. I secured funding to repair the Pike 
Place Market’s ADA elevator, and support construction of the United Indians 
of All Tribes Foundation Canoe House that will serve as an important 
Indigenous-led community space in South Lake Union. And I secured 
funding for local organizations in providing critical operations, including 
Path with Art, Seattle Compassion Services, Immanuel Community Services, 
Skate Like a Girl, Outdoors for All Foundation, and SightLife.

This year also marked the long-awaited delivery of funding from the Unmet 
Needs grants that I created as budget chair with federal COVID funds. Eight 

organizations in District Four received these critical $50,000 awards —  
Uplift NW, Queen Anne Helpline, North Helpline, Ballard Boys & Girls Club, 
Operation Sack Lunch, Small Faces Childhood Development Center, YWCA 
Angeline’s Day Center, and Pacific Science Center. Throughout 2022, I also 
secured funding for Interbay P-Patch, Ballard Historical Society, Ballard 
Alliance, the Vera Project, Magnolia Historical Society, local farmers markets, 
Veteran Rites, Outreach and Resource Services for Women Veterans (OARS), 
Aurora Commons, SHARE/WHEEL, Ballard Urban Rest Stop, and Catholic 
Community Services.

One of the many beneficiaries of King County support this year 
was Path with Art, an organization that utilizes a wide range of  
therapeutic arts practices to support people recovering from 
homelessness, addiction, and other trauma.

Washington 
Recovery 
Helpline

I was pleased to co-sponsor legislation granting residents under the 
age of 19 free, year-round public transit. The measure took effect on 
September 1st, just in time for school! It includes Metro buses, water 
taxis, Access paratransit, Sound Transit buses and Link light rail, and 
even the Seattle Streetcar. Here, I am pictured celebrating free youth 
transit with Councilmember Claudia Balducci, Senator Marco Liias, 
and Councilmember Girmay Zahilay.

It was my honor to present the Martin Luther King Jr. 
Medal of Distinguished Service for District Four to Mike 
Tulee, the Executive Director of the United Indians of All 
Tribes Foundation. Mike has committed himself to 
serving others and been on the front lines of the 
struggles for equity and social justice throughout his 
career, especially for indigenous peoples. He has 
certainly made our county a better place to live. 

LISTENING TO VOTERS
This year, the Council sent two important initiatives to the ballot, both of 
which I co-sponsored and were approved by the voters. The first moves the 
election of several important County positions from odd-years to even-years 
(including Councilmembers) in an effort to improve voter turnout. The other 
renews the Conservation Futures Tax Levy, which will focus on preserving 
King County’s last, best places from development and protecting green space. 


